
Design Purpose: Keywords:

Make people be not afraid to talk about 
death.

Make people live a positive lift through 
discussing death.

Design Method

Case study

Survey/Interview

App design

Experience design

Storytelling 

Prototyping

A British charity Marie Curie 
produced a short film. The 
theme is "You should talk 
about it". 

In IOS 15 released by Apple, there is a new 
feature called "digital heritage". Owners of the 
iPhone and apple id accounts can select their 
own heirs in their iPhone. After the death of the 
owner. The inheritor can obtain the  key of 
iPhone with the death certificate of the owner. 
And have full access to the phone and 
account content.

British charity Marie Curie made a "poker" 
game. The difference with ordinary playing 
cards is that there are not numbers on the 
cards but different questions. You can play 
this game with your family or friends. Choose 
random questions through different cards and 
by answering these questions they can have 
an in-depth dialogue about the death with 
eachother.

I have conducted many interviews with my colleagues 
around me. Asking them if they have thought about death 
before. And what is their attitude towards death. In these 
conversations, I found that some people had lost loved ones 
in their previous lives and were very sad because they didn't 
have the opportunity to talk to them about this. And most 
people said that they think it is very important to talk about 
death with their family or parents. But they don't know how to 
approach this serious and sensitive topic.

I used a childhood toy that people in many cultural 
backgrounds are familiar with as a prototype. In this 
chatterbox, I wrote some questions about death and 
dying wishes. I hope that through the playability and 
familiarity brought by the game, people will be less 
sensitive to the topic of death and actually have a 
conversation about it. Death

Mental health

Conversations

Positive living

Theoretical Context:

Design background:

Sociopolitical Context:

“No one can confidently say that he will still be living tomorrow”  
----Euripides
Accidents are coming so fast in this era, no one can predict when/in what 
form their own death will take place. So it is so important to think about 
the meaning of death and enjoy the time with the ones you love while you 
are alive.

“Until I realized every feeling deserves to be heard, not 
extinguished” ----Danni Li
Li, Danni. Monologue. Emily Carr University Of Art + Design, 2021, p. 8.

In many cultures, talking about death seems to be a terrible thing. People will try 
their best to avoid talking about this topic, whether it is with themselves or with 
their loved ones. But due to the epidemic of covid-19 in recent years. People are 
beginning to realize that death is not far from themselves.

In some cultures (especially Chinese culture), people don't like to share a lot of 
their emotions. Even with their family members or loved ones, they rarely express 
their love or concern for them. They always assume that the love ones knows how 
much he/she loves them.

In 2020, I have lost a family member. Even though we were not so close whan he 
was still alive. But this fact still shocked me. After his death, the thing that saddens 
me the most is that we didn't have an in-depth conversation before his death. For 
example, a conversation about death itself. I don't know if he loves me or not. What 
did he thinks and feels about my life choices. How does he see death. For him, 
what was the most important thing in life. Was he happy? What he would hoped for 
his funeral be like. In what way he hopes to be memorialized after his death. There 
are so many similar questions that lost count of.

Therefore, it is precisely because death is inevitable and will eventually happen. 
Talking about death should not be a topic that needs to be avoided. People should 
treat it as an opportunity to talk and think about their own death. An opportunity to 
understand yourself and understand what is most important to you. And has an 
opportunity to share these conclusions and thoughts with your love ones.

Research Qustions:

How can talk and think about 
death can help people's 
day-to-day life?

How to avoid missing the 
opportunity to connect with 
your love ones?


